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WASHINGTON
fanfare the
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prestigions  Senale

. Appropiations Cemunitice is ta-
.. king a long, hard look at the a-

geneies which conduct the Pen-

gon's fur-flung and coslly infe- |

Higence activilics, : '
Lasl year, a{ the commniltee’s
urging Congress imposed a Hat
manpower ceiling -~ 138,000 em-
- ployes — on those aclivities. De-
fense Sceretary Melvin R, Laird,
recognizing {he problems in his
depariment’s  sprawling  intelii-
gence complex assigned Assist-
tant Secrelary Robert 17, ¥roehl-
~ke as coovdinator,
Now the Approplalions Com-
miltee’s subcoimiltee on dcfen-
" se is schaduling a couple of days
of closed-door hearings {o ox-
. plore {urther  cconvinics.
gressiona] experls believe Jro
elilke hias al least beoen able lo

“ridentify expenses assighable (o
° gathering  defense intelligence.

£ cies which together spend far

‘Major targets of the commi-

i

- tlee's interest ave two .Jittlc-!mo-

wn Defense "Department  agen-

. \ \
(PN I

+ 1in the:very large sums xpen

Con- |

-
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Ceniral  Intellizence Agency.
" They are the Delense Intelligen-
cy Agency, DIA, and the Naltio-
nal Security Agency, NSA,
NSA is the government's elee-
{ronic spy-ageney, speclalizing

and cracking codes. Congres-
sioral criics wonder wheiher

. NSA has camvied jts aclivities (o
“a point where much of the prod-
uel is no longer worth (the cosl,
The Delense Intelligence Agen-
cy was originally established {o
coordinate intelligence  activi-
tics of the separate military ser-
vices, Critics ¢laim  that  the
coordinating agency has dlself
become a center of military bu-
Ieaucracy. )
BILIIONS AT STAKE - O-
verlapping responsibililies of C
IA, Delense, and the Staty De-
partment's intelligence burcau
have periodically come under
congressional criticism, That ds

one of thao issues involved (his

time.
The Appropiations Commilice
is primarily interested Jhowever,

ded and the qualily of the e
net just in the possible duplica-
“tiong involved, The inquirly is
being undertaken jn connection

+ with the commilice's review of
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the annual defense  appropria-

~ tions Lill,

~The costs of many intellizen-

ce operations are elassified, of
course, For defense intelligence
" cost estimates, even when decla-

" ssified, may be misleading beca-

use military personnel ostensi-

bly assigned o other duties may

" actually be full or part-lime in-

se

e

. tellizence  operafives,

The costs of many intelligen-
ce operations have been more or
less efficially estimated at slight-
- ly under $3 billion annually, That

is substantially more than the
. $300, million estimate which is
" usuvally ysed for the per year ox-

penses of CIA,

DY

the agencles where most of the

. natlon’s ntelligeice dollavs are

Rohert S, Allen and Jolin A, Gol

Wilthout more than the oftex; publicized
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se over the cost and .operaﬁcns
of the intcllizence community.,
Prasident Nixon is reported to ..
‘be considering a yeorganizalion
of inlelligence welivities,

The President and, mare fre-
quently, national security advi-
ser Henry A. Kissinger ave said
to be dissatigficd with {he gua-
lity of the intelligence which re- .
aches them. They would like to -
improve the producg clarifly the

Jines of pesponsibility, and cat -

costs, . i
They are said {o be increasine
gly concernad {hat the carcer di-
reclor of Ceniral Intelligence,,
Jichard Helms, who doubles as
boss of CLA, hasnoreal power
to coordinate all activities in his-
agency, Deefnse and  State,
‘though dhat wag the concept

when his job was created,

Helms  himself, the first ca-
reer man to headtheCentral In-
tellizence Agéncy ,is highly re-
garded by the President, Fiven
the crities of CIA In Cengress
applaud Helms for keeplr his
agency out of foreign policy de-
sion making. : :

However, there has been Incve-
asing  criticism of inlelligence
preparation for. such operations
as the cmpty-handed raid on the
prison camp al Son Tay. More
recently Kissinger was repovted
critical of the inlelligence whigh
let the South Veilnamese be °
quickly . outnumbered and over-
matched on (helr mvasion  of
Laos. Lo _ T

As the United States secls ac-
comodation with the Soviet U-.
nioin {and_ perhaps, China) on
limliing slrategle arms, and a- -
nmid thy continuing  conlroversy
over NATO and Warsaw Pact.
troop levels in Jarope, the ga-
thering of reliable intellizence
can have a tremendous heaving
on the making of wise national
security judgments,

-

¢ the
-and-
daggoer spy story, there is real
Wnterest here in the cfforts by
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